Hilazon Tachtit, a small Natufian cave site in northern Israel, served first and foremost as a ritual location for the burial of the dead. Burials were found in all loci of the 30 m 2 occupation. At least twenty-eight individuals were buried at the site-two of them in structures that were too small for human habitation. The ritual nature of the site is supported by some aspects of material culture, including the deposition of unusual animal parts and other kinds of 'special garbage' in the graves. Nevertheless, the dominant activities attested by the lithic and faunal assemblages are mundane and include hunting, tool manufacture and food processing. The ritual and domestic duality of the site attests to the integration of the sacred and the mundane in everyday Natufian life and to the importance of considering multiple dimensions of material culture in the interpretation of site function.
Introduction
Excavations at the Natufian cave site, Hilazon Tachtit in the Southern Levant (ca 12,000 cal BP), plainly establish that it functioned first and foremost as a human burial locale with clear ritual significance (Grosman 2003) . Nevertheless, this interpretation, based on the site's stratigraphy and features, describes only one dimension of the human activities undertaken there. Classes of smaller material remains such as flint and fauna instead reflect the more mundane activities that occurred at the site. Here we consider the dichotomous nature of the material record from Hilazon Tachtit by presenting a detailed analysis of the chipped stone and faunal assemblages from the first four seasons of excavation (1995, 1997, 2000, 2001) . We use these analyses to document the range of domestic activities that were un- The sacred and the mundane: domestic activities at a Late Natufian burial site: Grosman & Munro tained Mousterian, Kebaran, and Natufian artefacts.
Given the dominance of the latter, a systematic excavation was initiated in 1995. Under the co-direction of TD Berger (University of New Mexico) and one of the authors (Grosman) , the first season of excavation was spent cleaning detritus and historical deposits from the cave. Natufian artefacts were found under the ashy historical accumulations. Since then, the authors have conducted four additional field seasons (1997, 2000, 2001 and 2005) under the auspices of the Hebrew University with the aim of exposing the complete surface of the Natufian layer (figure 2).
General stratigraphy
The excavation in the large chamber of the cave (44 m²) revealed two primary stratigraphic units: Layer A which is composed primarily of ashes and goat dung and Layer B, an anthropogenic layer containing the Natufian remains.
Layer A is a 1.5 m thick deposit that was created by sheep and goat herds overwintering in the cave from November to late March. The presence of sporadic pottery fragments in Layer A indicate that this practice began in Byzantine times. The thin successive accumulations consist of compacted organic matter that breaks into large discoidal plates. These deposits were subject to annual episodes of burning by shepherds to exterminate bugs and ticks to protect the health of the animals.
The uppermost portion of Layer B is composed of a dark, 'greasy' sediment. In several places the Natufian layer was disturbed by historical levelling. has not yet been reached, and some burials still remain in situ.
The structures
Two structures cover an area of ca 7 m 2 and contain three major localities of human remains. These include the following.
1 A primary burial of a young adult lying directly on large stones situated between the two structures (L 14 ).
2 Structure A (L-M 13-14 ) -a semi-circular structure (1.2 m diameter) built from imported undressed large stones (west wall) and natural brecciated bedrock that formed inside the cave (east, north and south walls). An artificial oval cut into the breccia forms an inner deeper basin within the structure. Rich concentrations of cultural remains were retrieved from the upper levels of the structure (ca 50 cm below surface). Apart from sporadic small bones (eg, phalanges, carpals and tarsals) recovered from the upper levels, the majority of human remains were found as part of a primary burial sealed in the oval cut of the breccia under a large triangular slab.
3 Structure B (K-J 13-14 ) -a circular structure partially built from imported undressed stones was aligned with the bedrock slope of the cave. A primary burial was dug into a late occupation layer at the top of the structure and sealed by a limestone slab, marking the end of the structure's life. Excavation has not yet reached the bottom of the structure, but a rich fill beneath the burial indicates an earlier phase of active use.
Primary burial pits (L-M 10-12 )
The burial pits occupy an area of 5 m 2 and extend to a depth of 50 cm. At this point, the area contains at least three consecutively used pits. The pits contained sev- 
Technological characteristics
The lithic raw material is heterogeneous with no indi- A unique item in the Hilazon assemblage is a subtype of notched tool termed 'alternating notches on parallel sides' (7.1%). The parallel notches on these tools have been retouched on the proximal edge and resemble the proximal end of a Neolithic arrow head.
The tool assemblage
Endscrapers comprise only a small part of the Hilazon assemblage -3.6 % ( Nearly half of the elements identified to body size (n = 374) are classified as small ungulates. Because mountain gazelle (Gazella gazella) is the only small ungulate identified in the assemblage, the small ungulate and gazelle assemblages are combined into a single gazelle category for the purposes of this study.
Macroscopic preservation
The fine macroscopic condition of the Hilazon Tachtit fauna is attested by the recovery of delicate bone tissues including complete bird elements and the spongy cancellous bone of gazelle fawns. Likewise, there is low incidence of damage on bone surfaces.
Weathering is observed on 59 elements (1.8%), only two of which were weathered beyond Behrensmeyer's 
Relative taxonomic abundance
Faunal specimens were identified to the most specific taxonomic category possible with the aid of the comparative collection in the Department of Ecology,
Systematics and Evolution at the Hebrew University
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Gazelle mortality data
Gazelle mortality data indicates the preferential culling of both young adult and adult individuals at Hilazon Tachtit. Unfortunately gazelle teeth are too few to provide statistically meaningful age profiles. Nevertheless, the teeth do indicate that gazelles from a full spectrum of ages were culled, including fawns, older juve- Tachtit only occasionally hunted fawns, however, indicating that although regional hunting efforts were sufficiently substantial to impact prey populations, predation was sustainable. The body-part representation of tortoise body parts Second, the raw materials used for tool manufacture were collected from the wadi below the cave-confirming that the Natufians were using local environments rather than visiting the area only for specific burial activities. Finally, burins have long been thought to be a special group of tools (Barton et al 1996) ; in particular, it has been argued that they appear in high ryday support system even when they were far from home (Carmichael et al 1994) .
Tortoise taphonomy

